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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In  putting  forth  a  second  edition  of  this 
work,  I  have  not  been  required  to  make 
any  change  in  the  doctrines  deUvered  con- 
cerning Dropsy,  nor  any  in  the  treatment 
recommended  for  it,  as  farther  experience 
in  both  has  only  tended  to  confirm  me  in 
their  truth  and  importance.  I  have  added 
to  the  work  another  chapter,  consisting  of 
a  selection  of  cases  of  Dropsy,  illustrative 
of  the  successful  method  of  treatment  re- 
commended in  this  work,  and  demonstra- 
tive of  the  practicability  of  curing  those 
severer  forms  of  the  disease,  which  hitherto 
have  been  either  treated  with  worse  than 
palliatives,  or  neglected  as  incurable. 

li.  Somerset  Street,  Portinaji  Square, 
March,  1829. 


Character  of  this  Work. 

"  Among  the  multitude  of  works  that  come  before  us  for 
examination,  it  is  refreshing  to  meet  with  one  which  enables 
us  to  lay  aside,  in  a  great  measure,  our  critical  weapons, 
and  to  present  it  to  our  readers,  without  being  compelled  to 
notice  omissions,  defects,  or  errors,  which  to  pass  by  in 
silence  might  imply,  on  our  parts,  either  ignorance,  neglect, 
or  wilful  partiality.  It  is,  indeed,  gratifying  to  us  when  we 
meet  with  such  a  work,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm  that 
the  present  one  is  of  this  kind.  We  are  fully  persuaded 
that  the  pathological  views  of  Dr.  Ayre  are  sound ;  that  they 
are,  generally  speaking,  founded  in  fact;  that  they  are  per- 
spicuously detailed,  and  ably  illustrated  ;  and,  moreover,  we 
venture  to  pronounce  that  this  work  will  hold  a  permanent 
rank  among  the  best  monographs  of  modern  times,  and  shed 
a  beneficial  influence  on  the  treatment  of  this  particular 
class  of  diseases." 

London  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  for  Feh.  1826. 
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CHAP.  V. 

CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  TREATMENT. 

The  following  cases  are  selected  from  my 
Case-book,  to  illustrate  the  principles  of 
treatment  inculcated  in  the  foregoing  pages, 
and  to  prove  by  the  success  of  the  treat- 
ment the  soundness  of  the  principles.  The 
selection  is  small,  because  it  is  not  so  much 
tlie  object  to  point  out  the  precise  mode  of 
practice  which  each  particular  case  may 
require,  and  which  must  be  varied  by  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  prove  the  value  of  the 
antiphlogistic  mode  of  practice  in  the  treat- 
ment of  dropsy,  and  the  practicability  of 
curing  those  various  forms  of  the  disease 
which,  for  the  most  part,  have  been  hitherto 
regarded  and  neglected  as  incurable. 

The  first  case  is  one  in  which  there  is  an 
effusion  of  water  to  a  considerable  extent 
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into  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  producing 
hydrothorax,  and  into  the  body,  causing 
ascites,  together  with  an  anasarcous  swelling 
of  the  limb,  constituting  a  form  of  dropsy 
in  which  the  most  unfavourable  symptoms 
are  present,  and  the  most  unfavourable 
prognosis  given,  and  where  the  practice 
pursued,    so    contrary  to  the  prescribed 
modes,  triumphed  over  the  disease,  and 
procured  for  the  subject  of  it  not  merely 
a  temporary  respite,  but  so  entire  a  re- 
covery, that  now,  after  three  years,  he  still 
continues  free  from  it. 

The  second  case  is  nearly  of  the  same 
kind  as  the  first  one,  but  of  less  intensity. 
The  effusion  of  the  fluid  was  into  the  chest 
and  lower  limbs,  the  body  being  free  from 
it.    The  treatment  was  of  the  same  kind, 
but  less  active  and  less  prolonged,  and  the 
disease  fully  yielded  to  it.    The  patient 
has  continued  well  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  slight  relapses  from  imprudent 
exposure  to  cold,  and  to  other  obvious 
causes;  but  the  same  treatment  readily 
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arrested  them,  and  re-established  him  in 
health. 

The  third  case  is  one  of  less  severity 
than  the  two  former,  from  its  having  come 
earlier  under  treatment.  There  was  a  slight 
effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  along 
with  an  anasarcous  state  of  the  less,  and 
the  disease  was  gradually  advancing  to  the 
severer  state.     It  forms,  indeed,  a  good 
example  of  that  milder  form  of  the  com- 
plaint, in  which  the  symptoms  are  not 
unfrequently  regarded  as  anomalous,  or 
confounded  with  some  others,  and  a  treat- 
ment directed  for  them  as  various  in  its 
kind  as  are  the  opinions  entertained  of 
their  nature  and  origin.    Like  the  two  last, 
it  yielded  to  the  means  employed,  and  it 
resembled  the  first  one  in  the  peculiarity 
here  to  be  noticed,  of  the  conversion  of 
one  disease  into  another,  by  which  the 
irritation,  in  a  slight  degree,  became  trans- 
lated from  the  tissues  of  the  chest  to  the 
head,  and  an  affection  of  the  latter  super- 
induced.   It  is  not  uncommon  in  hydropic 
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complaints,  where,  as  in  these  cases,  a  con- 
gestive fulness  of  the  system  is  the  remote 
cause,  and  it  yields,  as  will  be  seen  also  in 
these  cases,  to  the  same  method  of  treat- 
ment which  they  require. 

The  fourth  case  is  one  of  dropsy  of  the 
body,  with  a  swelling  of  the  limbs  and  trunk, 
by  which,  from  the  pressure  of  the  water 
upward  on  the  lungs,  and  the  great  dis- 
tention of  the  body,  symptoms  were  pro- 
duced something  like  those  of  dropsy  of 
the  chest.  In  this  case  is  shown  the  efficacy 
of  the  antiphlogistic  method  of  treatment, 
in  preventing  the  return  of  the  effusion 
after  the  operation,  and  the  effect  which 
the  use  of  fermenting  liquors  had  in  re- 
producing the  dropsy;  and,  finally,  the 
beneficial  result  of  a  contrary  practice,  sub- 
sequently adopted,  in  fully  restoring  her  to 
health. 

The  fifth  case  is  one  of  ovarian  dropsy, 
which  did  not  come  under  my  care  until 
afler  the  fourth  operation  of  tapping,  but 
which  was  arrested  by  a  long  perseverance 
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in  the  antiphlogistic  treatment;  and  the 
patient  has  now  reached  the  end  of  the 
second  year  of  her  recovery,  without  any 
return  of  her  disease.  It  affords  an  ex- 
cellent illustration  of  the  truth  of  the 
pathology  given  of  this  disease,  and  an 
answer  to  the  opinion  rashly  affirmed  by 
many,  that  ovarian  dropsy  is  incurable. 

The  sixth  case  is  another  example  of 
ovarian  dropsy,  but  differing  from  the  last 
in  having  come  under  treatment  before  it 
had  advanced  to  that  degree  of  distention 
in  which  an  operation  would  be  required, 
and  by  yielding  to  the  means  employed 
without  the  operation  becoming  necessary ; 
the  lady  having  now,  during  ten  years,  con- 
tinued wholly  free  from  her  disease. 

The  seventh  case  is  also  an  instance 
of  ovarian  dropsy,  communicated  to  the 
Lancet,  from  which  I  extract  it,  by  Mr, 
Jones  Morgan,  a  respectable  surgeon  of 
Corsham,  Wilts.  It  differs  from  the  two 
former  in  the  circumstance  of  its  occurrina: 
in  an  unmarried  female,  and  in  its  having 
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proceeded  to  a  somewhat  greater  extent 
than  the  last  case,  and  also  in  its  being  of 
the  sub-acute  kind,  and  attended  with  more 
marked  appearances  of  inflammation.  The 
treatment  was  by  general  bleeding,  instead 
of  the  local  evacuations  usually  resorted  to 
by  me ;  but  the  inflammatory  action  became 
arrested  by  this  treatment,  the  water  was 
carried  off  without  having  recourse  to  tap- 
ping, and  the  patient  was  fully  and  per- 
manently restored  to  health. 


Case  1. 

DROPSY  OF  THE  CHEST  AND  BODY,  WITH 
ANASARCA. 

In  March  1826,  I  was  requested  to  meet 
Sir  Patrick  M'Gregor  in  consultation  on 
the  case  of  a  gentleman  of  the  commander- 
in-chief's  office,  whom  he  had  attended  for 
some  time,  and  who  was  labouring  under 
a  dropsy  of  the  chest  and  body,  and  an 
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anasarcous  state  of  the  legs  and  thighs. 
The  patient  was  57  years  of  age,  of  a  cor- 
pulent habit,  and  had  mixed  much  in  society, 
and  partaken  in  the  usual  pleasures  of  the 
table.    During  the  previous  two  years,  he 
had  been  affected  with  several  premonitory 
signs  of  his  disease.    His  feet  and  ankles 
had  generally  swelled  towards  evening,  and 
only  partially  lessened  in  a  morning ;  and 
his  breathing  became  short  upon  attempt- 
ing to  walk  quickly,  or  on  ascending  a  stair. 
Whenever  he  took  cold,  his  breathing  be- 
came affected,  being  troubled  sometimes 
with  a  severe  cough,  and  he  was  obliged 
at  these  times  to  lie  in  bed,  with  his  head 
and  shoulders  raised.    In  some  of  these 
attacks  he  had  been  bled,  with  partial  relief, 
and  latterly  he  had  taken  less  wine  than 
he  had  been  used  to.    The  habitual  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  had,  however,  continued 
to  increase,  and  exercise  on   foot  had 
nearly  become  impracticable   with  him. 
About  a  fortnight  before  my  seeing  him, 
his  complaints  had  become  greatly  aggra- 
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vated,  particularly  his  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing, and  the  dropsical  swellings  had  now  ex- 
tended to  the  whole  of  the  lower  limbs. 
The  following  are  the  symptoms  under 
which  I  found  him  labouring  :  —  A  great 
sense  of  tightness  in  the  chest ;  the  breath- 
ing habitually  difficult,  so  as  quite  to  pre- 
clude his  lying  down ;  the  countenance  of 
a  purplish  hue,  particularly  the  lips;  the 
mind  at  times  slightly  wandering ;  the  body 
considerably  enlarged,  and  yielding  a  dis- 
tinct feeling  of  fluctuation  ;  the  pulse  about 
90,  and  intermitting;  the  bowels  torpid; 
the  urine  very  scanty ;  some  thirst,  and  the 
appetite  almost  gone.  He  had  liJiewise  a 
tickling  cough,  with  a  mucous  expectora- 
tion. His  nights  were  passed  in  a  nearly 
sitting  posture,  and  his  sleep  was  disturbed 
by  terrifying  dreams.  The  lower  limbs 
were  greatly  swelled,  and  the  legs  were 
peculiarly  hard,  and  inflamed  on  their  sur- 
face. I  found  him  in  fact  labouring  under 
the  complicated  forms  of  dropsy  of  the 
chest  and  belly,  with  an  anasarcous  swelling 
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of  the  lower  extremities ;  and  so  alarming 
was  his  state,  that  a  fear  had  been  expressed 
to  the  patient's  friends  of  his  not  surviving 
many  days. 

From  the  history  above  given,  which  I 
procured  of  this  gentleman's  disease,  and 
of  the  causes  which  produced,  or  increased 
it,  there  was,  to  my  judgment,  a  satisfac- 
tory proof  of  the  existence  of  inflammation 
in  the  serous  tissues  of  the  chest  and 
body,  and  a  slow  effusion,  as  the  conse- 
quence, going  on  into  these  cavities ;  but  at 
at  the  same  time  it  seemed  probable,  that 
if  the  patient  could  outlive  the  immediate 
effects  of  the  fluid  already  effused  into  the 
chest,  that  means  might  be  used  to  pre- 
vent any  farther  effusion  ;  whilst  the  water 
already  collected  might  be  removed  by  a 
proper  course*  of  medicine.  The  inflam- 
matory action  was  the  true  disease,  the 
effiision  of  water  being  its  effect;  and 
although  this  its  effect  was  the  main  cause 
of  the  imminent  danger,  yet  the  increase 
or  continuance  of  the  cause,  as  leading  to 
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an  increase  in  the  effusion,  was  the  prim- 
ary object  to  be  attended  to.  There  was, 
however,  another  point  for  consideration, 
as  affecting  our  prognosis,  namely,  whe- 
ther the  inflammatory  action  set  up  in  the 
serous  tissues,  and  producing  an  effusion, 
was  itself  an  effect  of  a  structural  disease 
previously  subsisting  in  that  or  a  neigh- 
bouring part,  or  independently  of  it. 
Were  it  the  former,  the  difficulty  in  the 
cure  would  be  increased,  and  the  conva- 
lescence in  a  measure  be  rendered  incom- 
plete ;  if  the  latter,  as  it  proved  to  be,  the 
danger  might  be  imminent,  and  the  reco- 
very slow  J  yet  the  restoration  to  health 
could  be  rendered  permanent.  We  began 
our .  treatment  by  having  12  oz.  of  blood 
taken  from  the  chest  by  cupping,  to  be 
followed  by  a  blister  on  the  breast,  and  a 
drastic  purgative  to  be  taken,  and  after- 
wards some  diuretic  medicine  every  three 
hours;  the  patient's  diet  to  be  vegeta- 
ble, and  he  was  to  abstain  wholly  from 
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the  use  of  wine  and  other  fermented 
liquors. 

At  our  visit  the  following  day,  we  found 
that  some  slight  relief  had  been  afforded 
by  the  cupping,  and  that  the  pulse  was 
somewhat  softer.  In  other  respects,  the 
symptoms  remained  the  same.  A  second 
cupping  was  ordered,  and  the  other  means 
to  be  continued. 

At  our  next  visit  we  learned  that  the 
tightness  about  the  chest  was  sensibly 
lessened,  and  that  he  could  breathe  more 
deeply.  The  other  symptoms  as  before. 
The  drastic  purgative  was  to  be  repeated, 
and  the  other  medicines  continued. 

On  the  following  day  we  found  the 
countenance  of  a  more  natural  appearance 
and  colour,  and  the  urgent  symptoms 
generally  to  be  lessened.  The  drastic 
purgative  had  answered  well,  and  procured 
some  watery  evacuations. 

In  the  course  of  the  following  three 
days  the  cupping  was  repeated,  and  with 
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farther  relief,  and  the  quantity  of  the  urine 
was  somewhat  increased. 

In  the  course  of  the  succeeding  week, 
our  patient  was  again  cupped  to  the  extent 
of  eight  ounces  ;  the  drastic  purgative  was 
repeated  twice,  and  the  other  means  con- 
tinued— occasioning  the  urine  to  become 
increased  in  quantity,  and  the  breathing  so 
improved  that  the  patient  was  enabled  to 
lie  in  a  somewhat  recumbent  posture. 

During  the  following  week  another  cup- 
ping was  employed,  and  occasionally  a 
drastic  purgative  was  given,  and  the  same 
treatment,  under  a  slight  variation,  conti- 
nued. The  m'ine  became  abundant,  the 
breathing  more  free,  and  the  body  much 
lessened,  and  the  fluctuation  no  longer 
perceivable.  In  the  next  ten  days  there 
was  again  a  cupping  of  eight  ounces, 
and  a  purgative  dose  of  the  supertartrite 
of  potash  given  each  morning.  Notwith- 
standing these  evacuations,  the  patient's 
strength  had  not  declined,  and  he  had  in 
all  other  respects  greatly  improved.  In 
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the  course  of  the  following  ten  days,  the 
patient  underwent  a  slight  relapse  from  an 
accidental  exposure  to  cold,  and  he  was  twice 
cupped  during  that  time,  and  a  blister  was 
applied  to  the  chest.  The  cough  and  difficulty 
of  breathing  readily  yielded  to  these  means, 
and  he  progressively  advanced  in  his  recovery. 

During  the  following  fortnight,  he  was 
cupped  once  at  the  back  of  his  neck,  with  the 
full  effect  of  removing  some  fulness  about 
the  head,  as  shown  by  a  great  degree  of 
drowsiness,  and  an  evident  failure  in  his 
judgment  and  memory.  Wine  had  been 
suggested  and  tried,  on  the  supposition  of 
these  symptoms  arising  from  debility,  but 
with  evident  injury,  and  they  only  yielded 
after  having  recourse  to  the  cupping. 

From  this  period  our  patient  progres- 
sively improved,  and  he  was  only  cupped 
once  during  the  succeeding  three  weeks, 
and  this  chiefly  as  a  precautionary  mea- 
sure. All  appearance  of  the  dropsy,  either 
of  the  chest  or  body,  had  entirely  disap- 
peared.   The  swellings  of  the  thighs  also 
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had  yielded  to  the  use  of  the  general 
means;  but  the  legs,  from  the  knees 
downward,  pqntinued  swelled,  and  they 
retained  their  great  hardness  and  erisipe- 
latous  redness. 

Our  patient  was  told  that  this  swelling 
arose  from  debility,  and  would  subside  as 
he  regained  his  strength.  They  had,  how- 
ever, swelled  when  his  strength  was  en- 
tire; and  his  feet  and  ankles  had  been 
swelled  during  i;he  preceding  two  years; 
and  the  swelling  of  the  thighs,  which  had 
occurred  in  common  with  those  of  the  legs, 
had  subsided  in  common  with  the  effusion 
into  the  cavities  by  means  of  cupping  and 
the  other  evacuant  measures  ;  nor  was  the 
patient  weaker  at  the  end  of  ten  weeks 
than  he  had  been  at  the  commencement  of 
this  treatment.  Bandaging  was  suggested. 
By  many,  puncturing  the  swelled  limbs, 
to  let  out  the  fluid,  would  have  been 
adopted,  to  be  followed,  perhaps,  and  most 
probably,  as  I  have  several  times  wit- 
nessed, by:  inflammation  and  gangrene  of 
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the  parts.    The  swelled  state  of  the  legs 
depended  in  this,  as  in  the  other  cases, 
upon  the  presence  of  inflammation  in  the 
cellular  tissue,  but  was  too  local  to  yield 
to  any  thing  but  a  local  treatment.  This 
method  became,  therefore,  necessary ;  and 
Sir  James  McGregor  did  me  the  honour  to 
watch,  with  assiduous  attention,  the  effect 
of  the  treatment  which  I  proposed  for  its 
cure.    This  treatment  consisted  in  keeping 
the  legs  constantly  wet  with  a  cold  evapor- 
ating lotion,  applied  by  means  of  a  strip  of 
muslin.     We  had  the  girth  of  the  legs 
measured  before   commencing   with  the 
plan.    At  the  end  of  the  first  twenty-four 
hours  there  was  no  perceptible  decrease  of 
the  swelling.    At  the  end  of  the  second 
day  a  decrease  was  produced,  and  on  each 
succeeding  day  a  progressive  lessening  and 
softening  of  the  enlarged  limbs  ensued. 
At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  legs  had  en- 
tirely recovered  their  former  natural  size 
and  softness,  and  after  three  years,  they 
still  retain  them.    On  two  or  three  occa- 
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sions,  indeed,  a  temporary  swelling  of  them 
has  occurred,  accompanying  a  recurrence 
of  the  pectoral  attack  ;  but  they  both  yielded 
readily  to  the  treatment  respectively  em- 
ployed before  for  them.    Of  the  patient's 
state,  generally,  it  is  gratifying  to  add,  that, 
since  the  period  when  he  first  recovered, 
he  has  continued,  with  the  exception  of 
these  slight  and  temporary  relapses,  to  im- 
prove into  a  state  of  healtk  that  may  be 
termed  robust,  and  that  for  several  months 
past  he  has  continued  free  from  every  trace 
®f  his  former  disease,   having  taken  at 
times  much  active  exercise  on  foot,  fre- 
quented freely  the  places  of  public  amuse- 
ment, and  mixed  in  the  evening  parties  of 
his,  friends.    And  although  for  a  period  of 
forty  years  he  had  been  accustomed  to  the 
daily  use  of  wine,  he  has  for  the  last  three 
years  entirely  abandoned  it,  and  enjoys  his 
health  and  strength,  and  an  undiminished 
flow  of  spirits,  with  no  other  beverage  than 
water. 
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Case  2. 

dropsy  of  the  chest,  and  anasarca. 

On  the  5th  of  October  1828,  I  was  re- 
quested by  itiy  friend,  Mr.  Lambert,  of 
Dean  Street,  Soho,  to  visit  with  him  a  Mr. 
W.,  a  respectable  hotel-keeper,  of  about 
60  years  of  age,  who  was  labouring  under 
a  dropsy  of  the  chest,  and  a  dropsical 
swelling  of  the  limbs.    The  following  were 
his  symptoms;   An  habitual  difficulty  of 
breathing,  attended  by  a  severe  cough,  and 
with  an  inability  to  lie  down  in  bed,  or  on 
either  of  his  sides.    His  cough  is  consider- 
ably worse  during  the  night,  and  upon 
making  the  least  change  in  his  posture,  and 
attended  with  only  a  trifling  mucous  expec- 
toration.   His  nights  are  passed  by  him  in  a 
nearly  sitting  posture,  and  his  sleep  is 
disturbed  by  terrifying  dreams.    The  pulse 
is  forcible  and  intermitting;  the  bowels 
costive  ;  the  appetite  much  impaired  j  some 
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thirst,  and  the  .  urine  high  coloured,  and 
very  scanty.  The  lower  extremities  are 
gjreatly  swelled,  and  the;  thighs  pit  deeply 
o^,  pressure,  whilst  the  legs  are  swelled 
j^nd,  hard,  and  a  good  deal  inflamed.  These 
complaints  commenced  about  three  months 
since,  and  have  progressively  increased 
during  the  last  five  or  six  weeks  :  has  been 
for  some  time  under  the  medical  treatment 

9Pfl^^^^?^iS^^g^on^>^?Slt^^.^^ 
twice  with  slight  relief,  ^-jj^^tte^ly,^,]}!^^ 

been  ordered  by  him  jto^he  sea-side  for 

change  of  air,  and  was  allowed  gin  punch, 

and  brandy  and  water  as  ^  ^j^hoccasional 

dvjfllv,  J,  IJ9.^\Y?is  ^Iso, permitted  to  continue 

in  the  use  of  his  fs^iijie..^  ,^  Ajf-^rV 

^ ; ,  .lie, ;  iw^^  ,  r^i'^^pyii  fe^rtefe:t 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  phes^;})y  pupping, 
to  apply  a  blister  to  the  chest,  tp  tai^e  some 
diuretic  medicines,  and  use  an  evaporating 
lotion  to  the  legs,  and  to  abstain  from  the 
ns/d  pf  all  fermented  liquor^. 

Visited  him  again  on  the  7th,  and  found 
him  somewhat  relieved  ;  had  been  able  to 
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pillows  to  prop  him  tip,  and  his  breathing 
and  cough  are  something  better.  A  second 
cupping  ordered  to '  tH'e  amount  of  eight 
M^ces,  im'0^^$c^mt)i^  te^tlfetiiiued. 

Vi sited  ill m  agai n  Oii  tH'e  '  ^tJi'.  Tli e 
difficulty  in  the  breathing  and  the  cough 
were  now  so  much  relieved  that  lie  could 
ileep' with  dnl^'  thr^^^ 
^ow  l?^^n'^rtll^^*(^f^l«^''^^^\^M^  ^ 
aggravWoir'of  'fiis  symptmlis!.'^  THe''  swell- 
ing had  left  the  thighs,  and  decreased  in 
the  legs.  Was  ordered  a  drastic  purgative, 
and  the  other  medicines  to  be  continued. 

12th.  The  H>-s|)ftoya*¥^e  6ther%mptbiri^ 
of  water  in  the  chest  had  now  become  so 
much  removed  that  he  was  able  to  lie  with 
his  head  quite  low,  using  only  one  pillow ; 
and  he  made  a' tibial  before  ^^'^^ijing  not 
^My' 'ek6ii'  6f  Ms  sid^s,  'but  even  re- 
ci^wMiif'oh  hik  'Mce,  and  without  either 
hurrying  his  breathing  or  exciting  his 
cough. 
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Saw  him  again  on  the  20th.  The  legs 
had  now  recovered  their  natural  size  and 
softness,  and  no  part  of  them  pitted  on 
making  pressure.  The  evacuation  by  the 
kidneys  had  become  abundant,  the  appetite 
natural,  and  the  sleep  uninterrupted  through 
the  nif^ht. 

Saw  him  on  the  23d,  and  learnt  that  he 
had  suffered  a  slight  relapse  by  an  irh- 
prudent  exposure  to  cold,  that  his  cough 
and  dyspnoea  had  returned,  and  that  his 
letTS  had  aorain  become  swelled.  His  urine 
had  become  less  free,  and  was  deep-co- 
loured. Had  also  taken  a  glass  of  wine 
daily,  contrary  to  orders.  Had  applied  a 
blister  to  the  breast,  which  was  still  sore. 
Was  ordered  to  be  cupped  between  the 
shoulders  to  twelve  ounces,  and  to  repeat 
the  drastic  purgatives ;  to  continue  the 
other  means,  and  to  be  diligent  in  the  use 
of  the  evaporating  lotion  to  the  legs ;  to 
abstain  entirely  from  all  fermented  liquors, 
and  to  confine  himself  to  his  bed-room. 
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25tli.  Was  cupped  to  twelve  ounces,  and 
was  much  relieved  in  his  breathing.  Was 
jable  to  lie  quite  flat  in  bed,  and  his  legs 
had  again  become  of  their  natural  size,  and 
free  from  all  inflammation.  The  urine 
passed  each  twenty-four  hours  amounted  to 
nearly  seven  pints. 

27t;h.  Had  passed  good  nights,  and  slept 
in  the  recumbent  posture.  The  urine  con- 
tinued abundant ;  appetite  quite  good ;  the 
breathing  quite  free ;  the  legs  of  their 
natural  size.  Had  persevered  in  his  dis- 
use of  wine,  and  kept  his  room.  The 
drastic  purgative  ordered  to  be  repeated, 
with  the  other  medicines  j  the  lotion  to  be 
omitted. 

29th.,  Cough  gone ;  breathing  quite  free ; 
ithe  nights  quite  good  ;  legs  had  continued 
of  their  natural  size ;  water  plentiful,  and 
the  other  functions  healthy. 
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Case  3. 

^^^'^'''ijropsy  of  the  chest,  and  anasarca. 

In  November  1826,  I  was  consulted  by 
a  gentleman  from  Manchester,  who  was 
labouring  under  an  anasarcous  state  of 'the 
feet  and  ankles,  extending  som^ftimes  'tb 
the  knees,  and  with  the  ordinary  symptoms 
of  effusion  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest. 
The  patient  was  between  fifty  and  sixty 
years  of  age,  of  a  full  habit,  and  had  been 
accustomed  for  several  years  to  indulge  in 
what  are  termed  the  pleasures  of  the  table. 
At  the  time  of  his  consulting  me  his  coun- 
tenance was  highly  florid,  and  inclining  to 
the  purple  hue.  He  complained  of  a  tight- 
ness in  his  chest,  and  an  inability  to  lie 
recumbent  in  bed,  having  disturbed  dreams, 
which  awoke  him  suddenly.  His  breathing 
was  habitually  short,  but  aggravated  by 
exercise,  or  on  ascending  a  height.  He 
had  some  cough.    His  urine  was  scanty ; 
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tlie  pulse  of  unnatural  strength ;  and  the 
bowels  torpid.  His  complaints  had  been 
gradually  coming  on  during  the  preceding 
two  years,  and  particularly  the  swelling 
about  his  ankles.  He  had  taken  medicines 
at  various  times,  and  latterly  had  taken  less 
wine  or  other  fermented  liquors. 

The  case  was  one  of  increased  action  in 
the  serous  tissues  of  the  chest,  brought  on 
by  too  great  vascular  fulness  in  the -systenii 
and  a  too-highly:  stimulant  mode  of  livings 
as  favouring  the  production  of  that  fulness, 
and  rendering  it  of  more  evil  effect  when 
so  produced.  There  was  an  inflammatoi-y 
action  in  the  membranes  lining  the  chekt^ 
and  a  corresponding  action  in  the  cellular 
tissue  of  the  legs.  The  plan  of  treatment 
toi  be  pursued  consisted  in  removing  this 
fulness,  and  in  subduing  the  excited  action 
of  (the  parts  implicated  in  the  disease, 
pglht  ounces  of  blood  were  ordered  to  be 
drawn  from  the  chest  by  cupping,  and 
afterwards  a  blister  to  be  applied  there.  A 
total  abstinence  from  fermented  liquors,  an^ 
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a  plain  and  spare  diet  were  ordered,  to- 
gether with  some  diuretic  medicines,  and 
an  occasional  drastic  purgative.  He  was 
relieved  by  these  means,  and  after  a  few 
days  he  returned  into  the  country  with 
directions  to  lose  a  farther  quantity  of  blood 
from  his  chest.  By  pursuing  these  in- 
structions he  gradually  lost  the  several 
symptoms  of  which  he  complained.  At 
^Q[t expiration  of  something  more  than  a 
twelvemonth  my  patient  called  upon  me 
to  inform  me  of  his  having  recently  had  a 
relapse  of  his  complaints,  and,  as  it  ap- 
peared, through  some  neglect  of  the  re- 
gimen enjoined  him.  Cupping  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  treatment  again  became 
necessary.  He  again  became  relieved,  and 
returned  into  the  country ;  and  by  a  more 
strict  attention  to  regimen,  the  renewal  of 
his  dropsical  symptoms  was  permanently 
prevented.  Such,  however,  was  the  ten- 
dency in  this  gentleman  to  vascular  fulness, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  very  considerable 
attention  bestowed  by  himself  on  his  ge- 
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neral  management,  he  still  became  subject 
to  its  attacks.  The  particular  point,  how- 
ever, to  which  it  was  directed  underwent 
a  change,  and  the  disease  thence  resulting 
was  altered.  He  was  now  no  longer  sub- 
ject  to  dropsy  ;  his  breathing  remained  free, 
and  the  ankles  did  not  swell ;  but  the  head 
became  affected,  and  he  was  threatened 
with  an  apoplectic  complaint.  This  change 
took  place  about  six  months  ago,  when  he 
first  began  to  be  sensible  of  too  great  ful- 
ness about  the  head,  and  an  unusual  weak- 
ness in  the  knees,  with  an  occasional  and 
temporary  loss  of  consciousness. 

In  this  case  there  has  been  a  translation 
of  the  disease  from  the  chest  to  the  head, 
the  same  tendency  exerting  an  undue  action 
from  vascular  fulness,  the  precise  point 
of  attack  being  changed,  and  this  change 
being  dependent  upon  some  slight  causes 
inherent  in  the  system,  or  superinduced 
upon  it  by  accidental  causes.  The  import- 
ance of  the  organ  now  implicated  in  dis- 
ease over  the  one  previously  the  seat  of  it, 
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has  made  a  much  more  active  means,  and 
a  more  steady  attention  to  regimen  neces- 
sary than  had  been  before  eiliployed  ;  iitid 
I  had  the  pleasure  to  find  that  the  d'isease 
within  the  head,  as  it  arose  from  the  same 
causes  as  that  of  the  chest,  so  it  yielded  to 
the  same  plan  of  treatment,  and  my  patient 
is  now  convalescent,  being  entirely  free 
from  his  former  disease '  of  dtbpsy,' AM  jtp^ 
patiently  frOfii  'tf^d^^^y 'te' 41  ^  whilst 
secondary  affection  has  giVen  \^ay,  as 
the  first  did,  to  local  depletion  and  an  ab- 
stemious regimen.  '11114'^ 

DROPSY  Op  the  body,  and  anasarca. 

In  the  early  part  of  1826,  I  was  con- 
sulted from  a  distance  respecting  the  case 
off  "'a'^niSrtted  woman  of  about  35  years  6f 
kgb,  who, 'frorifi  domestic  disquietudes,  had 
unfortunately  become  addicted  to  the  in- 


ordinate  use  of  fermented  liquors,  and  who 

plied  to,  had  become  affected  with  a  dropsy. 

^I'j.JtJ^^  |?Pt^J?.^"^  ^  universal  anasarca. 
Hier;  breathing  had  become  greatly  op- 
pressed, and  she  was  unable  to  lie  low  in 
lp,ied  froni  the  pressure  of  the  water  upwa^^j^j 
The  secretion  of  the  kidneys  was  greatly 
interrupted,  the  bowels  were  torpid,  the 
appetite  much  impaired,  the  pulse  languid, 
and  she  was  listless  and  drowsy.  The 
p^actitio^^,,,^,^}^p^^f^  jqajre^  ,  s)ie.  had  been 
under,  was  of  opinion  that  tapping  must 
be  resorted  to,  but  was  fearful  of  undertak- 
ing it,  from  supposing  that  the  liver  was 
diseased,  and  that  the  dropsy  was  the  effect 
of  it,  and  that  she  would  inevitably  sink 
under  the  operation.  She  had  been  al- 
lowed, though  in  a  more  temperate  degree, 
the  use  ,  of  fermented  liquors,  fiom  sup- 
posing that  the  habit  which  she  had  ac- 
quir€;4,  had  ?p[ia^^  %  (?pntifluanc9.^Q^^tlie^ 
necessary.  In  the  treatment  of  the  case 
little  more  than  palliatives  had  been  em- 
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ployed,  with  the  exception  of  mercury, 
which  had  been  hberally  given  with  the 
view  of  curing  the  assumed  disease  of  the 
liver,  and  which  was  considered  as  the 
cause  of  all  the  other  affections.  The 
urgency  of  the  breathing,  and  the  very  great 
distention  of  the  body,  made  the  operation 
of  tapping  necessary,  as  preliminary  to  any 
plan  of  treatment  for  her  relief,  and  the 
patient  was  herself  desirous  of  it.  She 
accordingly  underwent  the  operation,  and 
upwards  of  three  gallons  of  transparent 
fluid  were  drawn  off.  The  patient  was  in- 
structed to  make  her  diet  consist  of  farin- 
aceous food  ;  and  six  hours  after  the  oper-' 
ation-  twelve  leeches  wdi-e  applied  to  the 
body.  The  following  morning  a  medium 
dose  of  gamboge  was  taken,  which  an- 
swered well.  On  the  second  day  the  same 
number  of  leeches  were  applied.  There 
had  been  a  considerable  oozing  from  the 
punctured  wound,  but  on  the  third  day 
this  ceased.  ' > The  patient  was  free  from 
fever,  and  the  body  without  any  tenderness. 
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In  the  evening  eight  Jeefthea  were  .again 
apphed,  and  hkewise  a  small  blister  to  the 
body,  and  the  drastic  purgative  was  re- 
peated. Diuretic  medicines  were  substi- 
tuted for  the  saline  which  had  hitherto 
been  taken,  and  some  animal  broth  was 
allowed.  The  anasarcous  swellings  had 
now  considerably  declined,  and  the  urine 
was  a  good  deal  increased.  On  the  7th  day 
the  leeching  and  blistering  was  renewed, 
and  the  leeching  again  on  the  12th.  The 
swelling  about  the  limbs  continued  to  de- 
cline, and  the  body  remained  free  from  all 
irritation.  From  this  period  the  patient 
continued  progressively  to  improve,  and 
gradually  returned  to  the  exercise  of  her 
ordinary  avocations.  For  about  sixteen 
months  she  remained  free  from  any  return 
of  her  disease,  when,  from  having  again 
resumed  her  habits  of  intemperance,  she 
began  to  perceive  her  body  to  enlarge,  and 
the  anasarcous  swellings  to  return.  The 
same  plan  of  treatment  was  resumed  j  and 
as  the  quantity  of  fluid  in  the  body  was 
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inconsiderable,  the  tapping  was  rendered 
unnecessary ;  for  shortly  ailer  the  treat- 
ment was  begun  with,  the  body  began  to 
subside,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn, 
many  months  afterwards,  that  the  patient 
had  fully  regained  her  health,  and  was 
likely  to  retain  it,  as  she  had  at  length 
complied  with  the  positive  directions  given 
her  in  regard  to  the  use  of  fermented 
liquors,  the  abuse  of  which  having  in  her 
case  been  alike  the  cause  both  of  the  first 
and  second  attack  of  her  disease. 


Case  5. 

OVARIAN  DUOPSV. 

In  JNIarch  1827,  I  was  requested  by  Mr.; 
Pater,  surgeon,  of  the  Commercial  Road,  to 
visit  with  him,  in  his  neighbourhood,  a 
lady  who  had  recently  come  up  from  the 
country  labouring  under  an  ovarian  dropsy. 
She  had  already  been  tapped  three  times 
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in  the  course  of  two  years,  and  had  come 
up  to  town  from  a  distant  county  to  un- 
dergo the  operation  for  the  fourth  time, 
and  which  was  performed  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  fi  few  days  previous  to  my  seeing 
her.  The  history  given  me  of  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  disease,  corresponded 
in  most  of  the  particulars  with  what  is  met 
with  in  others.  There  had  been,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  complaint,  a  certain 
degree  of  uneasiness  in  the  iliac  region, 
accompanied  by  much  bearing  down,  which 
was  greatly  increased  by  walking  exercise, 
or  by  any.  continued  standing.  There  was 
also  a  considerable  degree  of  muscular  de- 
bility, and  much  tendency  to  fainting,  and 
a  general  inability  for  exertion.  The  re- 
filHng  after  each  operation  had  been  gra- 
<iual,  and  nothing  untoward  had  occurred 
after  any  of  them.  The  fluid  discharged 
had  been  considerable,  and  colourless.  On 
examining  the  patient's  body,  there  was 
no  uneasiness  felt  upon  making  pressure, 
and  the  punctured  wound  of  the  operation 
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of  teffRf/iha  the  puls^f^&pfeeblfe  Aiftd 
The  bowels  wete  ptone  to  be- 
cBriie%>nfined,  the  appetite  was  small,  and 
te^'lliHne  somewhat  scatit^^^  ^^hk^W^» 
al^^i^bt:  forty,  and"  ^Wen<li4^o^a 
S^vera!  eHfMtot  ' previous  to  the  attack  cff 
her  diseasei  '  Thef  case  was  evidently  one 
ofJ%^7arian  dropsy,  a  di season Ji^fl^;  the 
plrofession  are  prone  to  regard  ^^iitffifirable', 
afid  which  is  ordinarily  abandoned^  as  such  ; 
the  only  means  ,  ever  attempted  ftoiitiiie* 
Ji'^f  bm%  l^'Irftt°JVGl3^t(Ji^abate' ite 
i6i^dfefe,«^nR  the  operation  of  tapfiingji© 
rfemove  its  fluid.HivJ5Dh^^'iB  cuaiabieiiimder 
itS^ttiilder  and  ipid^mBt^dtme^iis  aoEct  tttfet 
5'  had  ascertained  li'omrfAi^fiSwfbeiperienffi©^ 
ahd  though  the  dise^SJ^nstliisno^  vlasruBf 
S6i!h^* 'Standing,  an dr^  itsm  tswooessavgciid^- 
it^ions  of  tapping  had,f^9'efean|)eribrmedji^ 
Was  no  uni^sonable  j^fesritli|Jti(iBHiJitQncisifc^ 
tilude,  that  the  same  mearfg  hvhdfck  |)nxv30d 
Successful  in  the  less-protractedv^  casfei^, 
^buld,  if  afcti«(^ti^j[iHl^buied,  be  of  service dn 
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dhi^Iqn^^a^foiMqed,  Qf^^jqnsiderable  size, 
SWlS^^^l^fam^onsiderfable  extent  of 

s8Gr<^ljngfi{^fa^^^Aai4  and 

acj^^B|:e^^';fis  a^jt^ff^ct;,  of  it,  an  increased 
ii^ojyiifei^nolo  pour  out  the  dropsical  fluid. 
lEhft;;gJg^r , indication  of  treatment  was  to 
rcfft'esfeiinrbps^v^nt  that  increased  iictipn  qf 
the  secreting  surface  by  which  .|jl>e,rW^ter 
was  elFused.  ,  ,  Xo  this  end  all  the  means 
were  ta  be,  employed  that  could  in  any  way 
contribute  ta  A|vi  ^Qpe  purpose  was  to  pr^r 

vBntMnj3U3khTim^:thQ,  diseas^ed  .p^t^j  tb^ 

second  was  to  obviate  the  effects  :^,rf^ 
iijrifcatioii'  that  might  naturally  or  incident^ 
ttliy  aiiiee  atEeu  the  flrst  object,  the  patient 
wasiiilrceptediwfbr . J:he  pres;ent,  Teqlinp 
JimaGk  ^onsithensofa,  arid  ab||^hf|5^|^ 
KSia^n^i^ei^e,  and  avoid  all  unnecess^jr 
pressure  on  the  body.  The  diet  was  to  be 
plain,  and  little  stimulant,  and  diuretics 
ScemrjItQicbi^  /ytake^f fias)  rfri^dic^ne.  ,  To»  this 
plan  w&s  united  the  means  for  correcting 
tthabivinflammatoryt  irritation  which  suc- 
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c^eaed.fhe  former  pi)^rat^ons, and 

state  of  the  patient,  and  the  cpnsider^ble 
M^9Pr  which  ali  debilitating  means,  pro- 

^PP^^Ved;to  me,^ gjglft^be^^cpm- 
plished  in  this^case  by  the  use  of  moderate 
evacuatio^ns^ ,  irecjuently^l^nipeate^    aijd  .as 

the  disease  was  purely  local,  that  local 

J2,'!!'  ■         r'uji  •i>aiflusor yd  JULrai.T.Kyi.i  ^/iT 

evacuations  would  ,he  iiiO|St  useful,  and 
naighi'be  of  a  less  .amount,  because  of  their 

pbdomen  J^e?:^ ,  ,the,  ^njiep^^ ,xyl^|(jh  ^  ^|f^i|ed^^ 
^d  I  directed,  therefore,  that  tlp^rp^^le^J^^ 
pjl^ould  be  applied  to  it  ev^rj  third^^j^  j^^-j^ji 

j^f^^n  for  sonie  we^s^  afterward^^^^^j^^^^ 
gentlj  persevered  in  this.  .p]ar?,  ,^p(j[^'^^t^^^ 
l^i^st^ining   aiiy  particw|8^r^,^3rigpf;;sr)^ 

hoped  for;  the  body  did  not  enlarge,  and 
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lik|r'iio#to  rte^f 'tole'^'T^ml;''kk'fo 
undergo  ttie  fatigiie  and  rist  of  a  journey, 
an '^liicli  moire^^  irritation  niight 

lie  expected.  She  reached  her  home  with- 
out  apparentry  suffering  from  the  journey, 
and  imriiediately  resumed  her  course  or 


-treatment  and  regimen.  She  communi- 
'cated  with  me"  from  time'to 'time  lDy  letters, 
'"fifie  treainieni'  Isy'^ieec^  and  blistering 
was  persevered  m  with  comparatively  Jittle 
inconvenience  j  the  small  number  oi  only 
^Wb  "oi'  three  leeches 'which  were  appl'ie^d^, 
ate^fie  minuteness  of  the  blisters, 'i-eiid^l'M 
5ffifei4^'^6nsiderable^  t()  ^rod^C^  kim 

tenAi^'tfii^='Mat\W^n'l!V^'tikiri?el-^ 
^t^'riuka'^lfe  ili^^iiccess  which  att-eii^ea 

%  kmmUP^t'd  failure,  eti&Mkgmih 
i^yfeef^efei^^^'itett^^fe^fj/iMaH^  6mi 
M<?j^l^m6?^8n^irfiiiyiA|'^Mty^Bga^em 

^ftg^TOf^Be^asi^lial'ii^tyrruption^'td'fe^SHa 

kdil  cl^^ln^^^v^^^;m^^ 'in  iilic  ril'6d?fflft 
bfie  ,'^?>if»ln9  ion  bit^v^od  ^ril  i  i6i  hsqod 
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part  of  the  plan,  and  in  the  regunen,  par- 
ticularly in  allowing  a  small  portion  of  wine 
daily,  and  in  the  patient  undertaking  some 
of  the  more  active' duties  of  her  household. 
There  were  also  some  fears  entertained, 
dn'ce  or  twice,  of  tile  disease  being  about  to 
T^UTn  i'  hiii  the  symptoms  were  sirhply 
those  oit  a '  disordered  digestion,  and  con- 
lipat^^  lil^^lsi^^d^'^stibsidfed  -tirid^^'the 
pKlf  oHr J^in^t^t/ '^tiftetf  ^t^^fidse^'Mt A. 
Two  ^ears  nave  now  elapsed  since  the 
operation,^  an^  'tfe're  has  been  ho  return^  of 
%\e  dropsyj  and^as  'ft^?si  now  many  months 
^^^nce  my  palEiwit^^blly  discontinued  the 
leeching        bli^Mig,'^r4Pife»  tlife  fairest 
^^o&  for  cc[^(Sfefyfta?e%isease  has 
yiei(ie(5f^^o^i^e1tyja?n^^^      anH  th'^t  the  ad- 
mirable  perseverance  ot  my  intelligent 

patient  lias  been  rewarded  BJ^  a^|if*ermanent 
'^cure.**^^  annij  srlj  bar*  tniag  yrib  r  iUbtjii 
lo/liooi  odi  BBW  xb&i  9dT    .A^jaijoa  Jadw 
fol  ef.uan  on  ii^h^H  hluoo  bna  tHsibhifa  owj 
"^o  Y.bod  odi  -omrvmr^^rn  r-O    .inififqfifoa  t;)if 
>«n9« J-jiii-jgil;     ,   ;   jj.v  Mjxb  ^Jnsiijjq  Tuo 
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3niw*io  floiJioq  IfBflwsE^iv/onfi  ni  ^hsIuoiJ 
JOTOB  gniirBjisbnij  jnaiinq  grft  ni  bflB  e^fifib 
.bfoifaaood  i9ff<^«^3^j©^¥i^?B  sidra  sriilo 
tb9nij?1i9)a9  8'rr>9l  ooto?  ogfe  919 w  9i9riT 


.em^fi^#d|^  l8ft^B»;, appetite,  ^n^ 
nerally  a  dry  skin,  and  the  urine  was  some- 
what scanty.    The  lady  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  and  could  assign  no  cause  for 
her  complaint.    On  examining  the  body  of 
our  patient,  there  was  a  very  distinct  sense 

T  4 


J^'889e  QiMofeBihrd{ac0mtadJTi3eabi6l8tha: 
t®3§i-ijfeay§vA0d8waignptad3afailf^  iidvimciiigi 

m  j^jjii^SfJ^CLuiiulatioii  occaaioiiedrof  tfed 
flfeii^09dJl>^Lim©6fefitl  iJirltreatmeafeGaifeiiailjrt 
piW)?MQ^9Wf>ilfiSQjipa^soisvxiiareete%feKeHiF 
s^6rei^i^^j|)Csr¥}fiog  off  of  the  water  ;v>bii<; 
tl^pctefiP  di^^fii»§«aii3t&  ia  an  inflammat^B)^ 
a?lA^i%ijft  tM  Wi!»'i^i*rii)fp reducing  thfe  »e!ffi.i4 

to  rensawq 

H3^|>fii^  IWleii;5yfeidljk^fpjtfodii(bsm  ^jfaas^^dfepob 


ciaes  1  ral ceadji i wnfcpljJ^f qdwa  iPsbd\im6i[i^m£'^ 
weebil  ^itw3My/^aiieijd,^raiid  ^i^d^itfti^siaris- 
faGtiaiavdoiifihdrfthati  tbe>08yitl^^W^n^i 
subsided] ranct rtfaaOoslfefhadoMftl?  sQflsifeijf^ 
relieved  by  tWdifefeei^gi^w  SheAva^^ir^otenl' 
tffi)rifrerve«fOflfe,  anftBto  i«M<rimie  tl«e^«)tiidi 
p^Bfis  nofi'AieriitPdatffi tod  oIfi^ri^fiw>'%3^t 
agaifoidawvaiieb^iai^i^e^afed  q^hfiS«P2(^  gfiiq 
]j))irovemeiit  1  conliiitid(3^^>aff8R  thiatfi^llevfetg^ 
bald  undergon©)illt>  jM>^i^gJiJO®iSa^feu^  0# 
th^^rdiseise rcR^as'i  thiis  iiflfifd^fl^fyl'ijheofe^ 
THe  objfecfis  »niAw8to?bter-&ttmilfed  WeifePtbMQ 
ofi  keeping  the  ova^iumi'iw  a  qiWfescferibl6^ 
passive  state,  and  of  effecting  thei  aibSbP^ 
feiofetiof  lthe  effused  fluid  ;  and  for  this^fyfii^^ 
poseTfvatibfemiedieineSjt'  and  chiefly'  'tbtf^l^ 
of  the  class  of  di  uretics,  Weffe'iYl'  sAiie^sidii^ 
eiaaployed,  and  at  length  their  full  piiirj)!6S6l 
ivas  attained  by  the'  ciitiiir  'kbsoi'ptioin  artd 


storation  of  the  patien4-tpjl^^l^l^,^,[,li^;^p 
now  ten  years  p^ce^  .sip  recovered  from 

'm^m%m6fk  ^a&S^ ^^^^  ^^^^t  time, 
she  still  continues  perfectly  well,  and  free 
from  every  appearance  W  'h&^Ai^^^&ii- 
ease. 

tii  bifim-^ibnual)  .SS  Jsias  MoO  lifiifig 
'iijodilgian  airii  ni  yiimjit  s'aBmobaQ-g  n 

odi  m  8Ji  «9giBl  nsmobdB  sdi  hmjo^  I 
baraio-ifli^I^e  ^iMg-^^^mR^ect  dinia 

^^^g^hWii^8t%^fefe->65f^  ^WH*W©^s^, 
i^cete^r  tiiated^^^eiy^lii^a@f^Sn^^s!i-d9 
^iPerhaps  you  ^ill  deetii'  ife^SlM^wfefgfi^^f 
"irt§eitton,"^iis  iW^'W.  J^lM^^^mimfy 

c^fop%i'^^6^'itaieii  to^ admit  the'  jflfactiicabiliiy 


6f  ilMo^gy^vfefl«mti¥(^ps|yi5by'  tfee^^plan 

-xioii  baiavoaoi  i>|*^j.effiSffi  '^'^^^X.  ^^^^ 
.7Bfl  lOfi^^n/l^gbedien^  humble  slf^Sfife 

Sarah  Cole,  aetat.  22.  (laundry-maid  in 
a  gentleman's  family  in  this  neighbour- 
hood), of  a  sanguineous  temperament,  tall, 
and  of  a  slender  form,  called  to  consult  me 
on  the  8th  Defcfe^lb^k^im" 

I  found  the  abdomen  large,  as  in  the 
ninth  m^oMH^^f  ^tJ^MS^J^I^  ■^'!Sh# informed 
,  jn^  ^  tl^^^i  ahp.ut^ .pi^B^^  \ R^^^,,rM24, 

^a,qo.Goa-.nut,  in  tilie'rjg^it^sidg  (^,^jjbg^|y, 
ca,  J^ttle.above  the,grpiR.,i^Jtj  gT^^^^l 
.  crease4  in  size,  and  ,,?f  ^^^^^f^^p,^^£ 

has  increased  in  size  more  rapidly,  and  now 


The  hnegumemHm%%kiik'^n ' 'iij 
tremelj  ten^,  apa.2i(tbe!n^iictmktion  is  as 
distinct  as-i^ver  I  fetf  if'^'^fees.  Her 
general  Ij^^igi  is  good^^^^  the„onlj  incon- 
venience sbenfedsds  the  largg  bulk'  df  the 
abdomen.  She  has  not  hitherto  consulted 
any  mediqajl^  man,  nor  taken  medicine  of 
any  kind.    I  wish  al^o  to  add,  she  isi a^'^ery 

with;  and  I  have  myself  noticed  heri 
i'or  :  Ihe  greatel'::  part  i  of,)thiei  time -  she  eh  as 
been  ailing,  though  I  did  not  speak  to  her 

Vm^imm^M^  her 
for  the  first  three  monthstai&fiiiiSi'. attack, 
since  which  -^hfe  has  been  rlli^idi^e^  regular. 
1  bJed  her  m  the  arm,  arid  pre^cril^e^j 

R  Hydrar.  Submuriatis,  ^r.,v. 
L-ambogiae  rukeris,    ,    m\  iii. 

Conh  q.  s,  It.  pil.  hora  somnirSuraendaB. 


>!.  ft.  pulvis  niiine  sumendus. 


until  tbe  2]^5^^j;De^(jfr^^e^;j^— „„g3^„i 

bsiroaauj  uJiSfliifl  ion  8BfI'9rI8.  .iiamobdii 
R  Potass.  Supertart.  3.1J. 

SWeillH^.  b9'jiJuii  'ihaim  ovufl  I  bnu  [  iliiv/ 
8B  Janiiarpfl^ltt  l«^6icdiiwf ei^hm'i'lo  'dke'ioi 


Misce,  capt.  coclU.  j.  misc.  in  cyatho  Jnfusi  genistse 


k"  '^'otass.^§u'p'e/lal'^.'^      '^IJv!-  ^' 
^.    Cambogiae  Pulv.^       gr,  nj. 
iPulv.  Scillae,     "  *      gi\  is's. 

Ft.  pulv.  iftis  hods  sumendus ;  and  to  rub  ovei*  the 
the  abdomen  a  camphorated  mercurial  liniment 
every  night  and  morning. 


enoughafaw^imjthemj  so£aimpMfiiknii^tli^ 
li(tiiiflxjc^ioniJao3ligti*iffesliV(attt3!»i  but  gstttt 
witboadl  aafy  ipsdQe]^(M^.},^QT!dms^b?/iudT 

at*  rdmiaen(?if^h^$iciai>  OE^.>jS£iilwkiii^|r!«xf 
this  place,  who  directed  her  tck^Avtm^dPr 
ately  bled  in  the  arm  to  ^xvj. ;  and  to 
give  her,  — 

R  Hydr.  Submur.  gr.  iv. 

Cambogiae  Pulv.  gr.  iij. 

Scillae  Rad.  Pulv.  gr.  ij. 

Jalap.  Rad.  Pulv.  gr.  xv. 

01.  Juniperi,  gr.  ij. 
Syrup,  q.  s.  ft.  pil.  vj.  capt.  iij.  hora  somni  et  iii. 
mane  sequenti. 

The  pills  made  her  very  sick,  and  acted 
copiously  on  the  bowels. 

On  Saturday  25th,  she  was  directed  to 
be  bled  again  to  ^xvj. ;  to  take  four  of  the 
cathartic  pills  every  third  morning. 

R  Tinct.  Scillse, 

—  Digital,  aa  ^iij 
Spt.  ^ther.  Nitric.  5vj. 
M.  capt.  cochl.  i.  minim,  bis  quoUdie. 
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(2^h5>r«h@ffBifeainJ^^o  pass  immew^Hgnan^ 
iliies  io^  5<sjrt^»,vi{«diiiti§ifeontinued50^taib 
Thiu-sdiW^feBfllgf(3(Wfo^swh®m  she  became 
is)thiin99  eS^e^^  afidrMs  enjoyed  excellent 
l«ialj;^tfi«fedixifatitral  size>itqtlt)iis  day^Altte 
AhgOStiil  SSteDJ  iuii  iJt>JjO'iib  oil//  ^o^JjIq  aidi 
oJ  bn«  I  .{yzl  oi  nvm  sili  ni  bald  \hifi 

—  {led  9vij> 

vx  .ig        vfo*I  .bfifl  .qrJal 

Jii  J9  iiirnoa  xnoil  .(,'•  ^<L'^3  4^  -'^^  -^^     'P  •fP''^*^ 
*"  THE  END.  ?^ 

boioc  bnfj  ^sloig  ^isv  lori  sbBm  alliq  sHT 

.glowod  sdi  no  y;[8uoiqo'j 
oJ  boiosiib  asw  sda  trfil&S  ^fibiuJaS  nO 
orfi  lo  luol  sjlisi  oi  j  .^x^  oJ  niB^B  bsld  sd 
.gnimom  b-iidi  y^isvs  alliq  oijiBiIiBO 

,»IIio8  .loniT  iJ 
.oibUoup  zid  .minint  .i  AAooo  .Jqno  .M 
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